Canterbury is known worldwide for its cathedral
and as the destination of Chaucer’s pilgrims.

The Canterbury Tales, the most

important work of late medieval
English literature, draws on
continental storytelling traditions
while establishing English as a

major literary language.

The city is the birthplace of
Christopher Marlowe, a
dramatist of equal standing
with Shakespeare, and
AphraBehn, the first
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Discover more authors with
links to Canterbury by visiting
these gardens from May 2026
Dickens was a frequent visitor
while modernist authors also

made Canterbury their home.
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Virginia Woolf praised the city’s
beauty, TS Eliot wrote Murder in
the Cathedral here and Joseph
Conrad lived nearby and is
buried in the city.

More recently, Nobel
laureates Kazuo Ishiguro and
Abdulrazak Gurnah have
studied and worked in
Canterbury, where its

schools and universities
continue to foster new

literary talent.
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